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serves  as  the  country's  foreign 
minister,"  Rankin  explained. 

"The  demands  of  his  govern¬ 
ment  position  have  greatly 
increased  in  recent  months  as 
Yemen  has  had  to  deal  widi 
pressing  issues  terrorist  cells  at 
Kome,  complications  in  its  rela¬ 
tionships  widr  the  United  States, 
arul  the  confrontation  between 
die  United  Nations  and  Iraq." 

As  the  end  of  the  year  bility  for  the  facility.  ‘  do  inissions  is  chaiigin&' and 'because  Southern  B< 

approached,  detaib  of  die  trans-  Southern  Baptists  estab-  not  all  of  us  believe  it  is  ror  die  had-  not  been  coming  fo 
fer  had  not  been  worked  out,  lished  the  hospidQ  35  years  ago  best,"  she  wrote.  "...I  am  to  fill  35  medical  positi 
and  hospital  staff  members  on  land  ownra  by  dre  Yemeni  embarrassed  by  the  IMB,  when  the  hospital.  As  a  resu 
were  preparing  to  temporarily  government.  IMB  workers  so  many  odiers  can  see  the  po^  board  had  to  employ  m 
suspend  operations  until  the  operated  the  medical  center  itive  side  of  keeping  the  hospi-  workers  from  other  cot 
transfer  could  be  completed,  under  a  contract  with  Yemen's  tal  as  a  Christian  b^con..."  at  an  annual  cost  oL 

Rankin  said.  Then  came  1^.  30.  Ministry  of  Healdi  diat  had  to  Several  days  after  the  shoot-  $500,000.  Finding  ar 

A  gunman  smuggled  a  semi-  be  renewed  each  year.  ing  Ken  Qezy,  an  Australian  group  to  assume  that  rc 

automatic  weapon  past  soldiers  In  the  months  before  her  surgeon  worlong  at  die  Tibia  sibility  would  free 
guanling  the  ho^ital  and  shot  death,  Gariety,  the  Hospital's  hospital,  said  he  too  is  doubtful  financial  resources  to  e: 
tour  Soud\em  Baptist  workas.  purchasing  agent  for  10  years,  the  nospital  will  survive.  "We  Southern  Baptist  mil 
Physician  Martha  Myers,  admin-  worked  behind  the  scenes  to  have  lost  so  many  staff  because  efforts  in  the  country. 
istratorBUlKoehn,andpurchas-  try  to  kegp  the  facility  in  the  of  all  the  months  of  uncertainty  "For  more  than  two 
ing  manager  ^diy  Ganety  were  hands  of  Qiristians.  that  there  is  no  way  the  place  the  board  tried  to  n 

kiSed,  and  pharmacist  Don  In  an  email  interview,  she  said  can  be  kept  open."  other  Great  Commi 

Caswell  was  seriously  ii^ured.  die  IMB's  press  release  about  "My  own  feeling  is  that  Jibla  is  Christian  groups  to  a: 

Hie  hospital  wtM^bcked  down  die  transfer  "made  it  sound  like  finished,  but  I  may  be  wrong,"  the  responsibility,  but  tl 
as  most  of  the  Soodiem  Baptist  everydiing  is  just  fine  and  all  the  said  Cle^,\idio  had  made  plans  to  who  expressed  mterest 
workers  gathered  in  die  capital,  [IMB  musion  workers]  are  leave  Yemen  before  the  shooting.  spite  of  reports  to  the 

Sanaa,  to  minister  to  each  otner.  happy  and  pleased,  when  that  is  A1  Lindholm,  IMB  area  busi-  trary  —  were  unab 

The  attack  created  even  ju^  not  the  case."  ^lequestiraied  ness  manager  charged  with  demonstrate  they  coulc 
more  uncertainty  about  the  whedier  the  government  would  overseeing  me  trans^  of  the  vide  the  needed  opei 
transition  of  the  nospital,  said  follow  dirouw  and  keep  the  hos-  hospital,  is  more  optimistic,  capital,"  Rankin  saicT  " 


TRANSFER  UNDERWAY  —  The  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in  Yemen  (left),  founded  by  Southern 
Baptists  35  years  ago,  encompasses  several  buildings  on  a  compound  adjacent  to  a  mosque  with 
a  minaret.  Three  Southern  Baptist  workers  were  slam  there  and  a  fourth  worker  was  wounded  on 
December  30  by  a  lone  gunman.  The  International  Mission  Board  is  moving  toward  the  transfer 
of  the  hospital  to  a  Yemeni  charity.  (BP  photo) 
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X  JL  Always  known  as  a  Chrishan 
leader  by  peers  and  adults  alike,  he  graduat¬ 
ed  at  the  top  of  his  class  from  one  of  our 
Baptist  institutions  of  hi^ier  leamii^  and 
promptly  tackled  medic^  school  with  the 
vigor  and  entousiasm  typical  of  his  outlook 
cm  life.  Later  this  spring,  cme  of  the  country's 
most  prestigious  medical  schools  will  confer 
upon  Wn  &  degree.  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Anyone  who  has  help^  pray  a  friend  or 
loved  one  through  meiiical  scncx)!  knows 
that  the  most  demanding  part  of  tius  your« 
man's  long  quest  for  a  career  in  med- 
idne  is  yet  to  come.  After  a  person 


■  graduate  from  four  grueling  years  the  interviewers  actually  A||||\ 
of  medical  school,  he/she  must  then  sit  down  with  him  and 
complete  a  multi-year  "residency"  begin  to  review  his  file, 
before  being  allowed  to  fully  prac-  their  facial  expression  and  UiP^|||v^ 

tice  medicine  without  oversight.  subsequent  questions  Hf  nil  If/ 

In  layman's  terms,  a  residency  often  betray  their  Dias. 
consists  of  long  hours  of  hard  work  "I  see  you're  from  the 
—  on  call  several  days  at  a  time  with  South.  Are  you  religious?"  f  n 

only  sporadic  sleep  IS  not  unusual —  they  ask,  in  one  form  or  JL 

while  encoimtering  the  most  cmother.  When  our  young 
demanding  and  stressful  circum-  man  answers  honestly  in  toe  i 

stances  imaginable.  All  of  this  occurs  affirmative,  the  questions 
H.  under  the  critical  eye  of  supervising  become  much  more  spectoc.  f 
I  physicians,  many  of  whom  could  be  "Do  you  believe  toe  buih 

poutely  described  as  unsympatoetic  of  Jesus  was  a  historical  fT 

to  the  plight  of  toe  young  residents  event?"  is  a  paraphrase  of 
under  m£  management.  only  one  of  toe  questions  he 

This  is  a  make-or-break  proposition  for  was  asked  during  an  inter- 
medical  school  graduates,  and  getting  into  view.  There  were  questions  at  other  inter- 
the  best  available  residency  program  can  views,  equally  as  obvious  and  penetrating, 
often  determine  toe  course  or  one's  career  He  h^  been  repeatedly  profiled.  At  a 
for  a  lifetime  of  medical  practice.  The  best  time  in  our  country  when  profiling  is  being 
residency  programs  set  the  highest  stan-  roundly  condemned  as  a  law  enforcement 
dards  anti  are  able  to  pick  and  choose  tactic,  a  basis  for  employinent,  or  for  any 
among  the  best  applicants.  other  reason,  it's  still  permissible  to  profile 

Some  of  the  most  sought-after  residen-  Christiairs.  No  one  notices,  and  no  one 
cy  prograras  in  the  country  have  invited  protests.  It's  accepted  and  promoted,  ai 
our  M&sissippi  Baptist  young  doctor-in-  many  of  our  social,  cultural,  political,  and 
waiting  to  apply  for  their  programs.  He  academic  institutions, 
has  the  academic  standing  and  profes-  Discrimination  usually  is  subtle,  just 
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our  nation  with  only  seven 
votes  on  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  and  over  the 
objection  of  virtually  every 
state  legislature  in  America, 
which  prohibited  the  killing  of 
unborn  children  in  1973. 

Just  because  NARAL  has 
changed  its  name,  no  one 
shouM  be  confused  about  the 
lobby's  steadfast  purpose: 
absolute  legal  protection  — 
without  any  regulation  or  limi¬ 
tation  —  for  the  "choice"  to  kill 
unborn  human  life. 
"Abortion."  Even  though  it's 
no  longer  in  its  name,  that's 
what  N^MIAL  champions. 

As  the  pro-abortion  lobby 
deceptively  cloaks  its  agenda 
foubled  in  order  to  win  the  pmitical 
battle  to  allow  the  destruction 
of  children,  the  prophet 
vnth  the  pro-abortion  Micah's  message  to  Israel  is 
A  1999  Princeton  one  we  must  etnbrace  30  years 
Research  poll  found  into  the  struggle  for  the  sanc- 
*0  of  women  support  tity  of  humanlife  in  America: 
more  restrictions  on  abornon.  "He  has  shown  you,  O  man, 
"This  mobilization  will  what  is  good;  And  what  does 

the  Lora  require  of  you  but  to 
same  way  we  won  it  —  one  do  justice,  to  love  kindness, 
American,  one  neighborhood,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
one  conununity,  one  state,  and  your  God"  (Micah  6:9). 

one  nation  at  a  In  a  day  of  pro-life  peril 
time,"  Michelman  said.  and  promise,  let  us  seek  ius- 

What  an  outrageous  lie!  tice  for  the  unborn,  wnile 
Abortion  was  not  won  in  toe  offering  mercv  to  women  and 
democratic  fashion  claimed  bv  their  cnildrcii,  knowing  that 
Michelman;  it  was  imposed  on  God  is  indeed  in  contr<?T. 
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leading  pro-abortion  political 
lobby  now  called  "NARAD  Pro- 
Choice  America"  will  as^ult 
your  senses  tois  month  with  a 
multi-million-dollar  effort  toat 
seeks  to  reassert  toe  pro-abortion 
lobl^s  public  policy  agenda  in 
the  (ace  of  new  prospects  for  pro¬ 
life  legislation  in  Cwigress  — 
and  to  set  toe  stage  for  the  2004 
presidential  electicm. 

Formerly  known  as  the 

National  Abortion  and  be  used  in  the  reporter's  voice," 

Reproductive  lights  Action  Emory  University  legal  historian 
League  (NARAL),  toe  organiza-  David  J.  Garrow  told  The  New 
tion  nas  launched  toe  new  effort  York  Tunes, 
as  America  tois  monto  marks  toe  Up  to  20  states  will  be  target- 
30to  aruiiversary  of  toe  infemous  ed  by  the  NARAL  blitz  that  will 
Roe  V.  Wade  ^preme  Court  ded-  include  print  and  television  ber  of  p 
sion  toiat  legalized  abortkxi  on  advertising,  a  national  petition  identify 
denumd  in  dte  United  States.  drive,  and  even  door-to-door  agenda 
"Through  our  name  change  canvassing  that  hopes  to  gain  Surv^ 
we  are  underscoring  that  our  two  million  new  members  for  that  70 
country  is  pro-choice.  It  is  the  the  lobby.  The  advertising  cam- 
right  name  for  this  moment  in  paign  will  concentrate  on  two 

hStory,"  says  NARAL  presi-  groups  of  women:  tire  under-35  secure  to>e  right  to  choose  the 
dent  lute  Michelman.  generation  toat  has  come  of  age 

Actually,  the  new  name  is  a  since  Roe  v.  Wade  and  "subur- 
clever  ploy  to  set  the  rhetorical  ban  women  who,  though  fiscal- 
table  against  pro-lifers  touough  ly  conservative,  have  been  eventually 
a  slick  public  relations  strategy  more  progressive  on  social 
that  emphasizes  America  s  issu^,  reports  The  Times, 
supreme  value  of  freedom,  NARAL  leaders  are  right  to 
without  regard  for  the  univer-  be  concerned  that  their  ugly 
sal,  human  right  to  life.  cause  mav  be  losing  ground. 


By  James  A.  Smith  Jr. 
Executive  Editor 
Florida  Baptist  Witness 
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"It's  a  ftw  way  of  getting  'pro-  According  to  CNS- 
choice'  into  a  news  story,  even  if  News.com,  a  Zogby  poll  taken 
editors  don't  allow  toe  words  to  after  the  2002  mia-term  elec¬ 
tions  found  that  one-fifth  of 
Americans  have  a  less  favor¬ 
able  opinion  of  abortion  now 
than  a  decade  ago  and  pro-life 
support  had  nearly  doubled 
wmen  compared  wito  the  num- 
‘ - .'people  who  more  closely 
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NAMB  to  kick  off  new  growth  campaign 


Nom7 


ALPHARETEA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  ^ 

What  would  it  take  for  Soulnem 
Baptists  to  bin>tize  one  million 
people,  b^in  100,000  new  inten- 
tionally  evangelistic  Bible  study 
groups,  and  start  2,500  new 
a\urch»  in  a  single  year? 

"There's  not  a  system  ^  H  H  I  H  I  | 

or  a  program  in  place  to  m  A  H  H  I  I 
produce  one  million  m 
oaptisms,"  said  John  M 

Ya^rough,  vice  piesi-  ■  W 

dent  of  evangeli^tion  I  ^  I 

at  the  North  American  I  ^  ^  I 

Mission  Board  M  1  I 

(NAMB)  them  i 

Southern  Baptist 

Convention  (SBC).  we 

could  do  it,  then  we  ■  ■  t  W  i  I 

wouldn't  need  God,  but  with 
God  all  things  are  possible." 

Such  is  me  heartfelt  convic- 
tion  of  a  national  task  force 
made  up  of  Southern  Baptists  • 
on  the  local,  state,  and  nanonal  prompting 
level  who  have  set  convention-  South^  raptists  and 
wide  goals  in  2005  for  baptisms  dte  culture  at  large  to  pause  believe  God  desires  to  do 
and  new  intentionally-evange-  and  take  inventory  of  their  something  greater  tfian  we  can 
listic  Bible  study  units,  as  well  lives  to  determine  if  they  are  even  envision." 
as  new  churches.  truly  experiencing  all  that  God  White  said  the  Georgia  con- 

To  d^te,  the  SBC's  best  desires  tor  them.  ventiim  has  set  a  goal  to  record 

years  for  baptisms  and  church  Ta^  force  members  describe  50,000  baptisms  in  2005,  eclips- 
plants  are  1972  with  445,725  ttus  national  caii^>aign  as  a  ing  that  state  convention's  cur- 
Dirotisms  and  1999's  mark  of  means  to  eqmp  and  mobilize  rent  annual  level  of  37,000. 
1,^7  new  Southern  Baptist  Soufoem  Baptiste  for  an  evange-  Bill  Taylor,  director  of 

churches,  according  to  statis-  lism  and  diurch  planting  move-  LifeWay's  church  resources 
tics  recorded  by  NAMB.  ment  ur^neoedented  in  me  con-  network  partnerships,  said  the 

After  more  ttian  two  years  (rf  vention's  158-year  history.  SBC  goals  for  baptisms,  new 

praying  arid  planning,  represen-  J.  Robert  White,  executive  intentionally-evaneelistic  Bible 
tetives  from  NAMB,  UfeWay  director  of  the  Georgia  Baptist  study  unite,  and  diurch  plants 
Christian  Resources,  Woman^  Convention  and  chairman  of  capture  much  of  the  heart  and 
Missionary  Unirm,  SK  the  What  Now,  America?  passion  of  Southern  Baptists. 
Senunaries,  SBC  Executive  ruitioiud  task  force,  challenged  "We  have  always  been  a 
Committee,  state  conventions,  eadi  Southern  Baptist  diu^,  denomination  that  wants  to 
ard  associations  have  announced  associatkxi,  and  state  conven-  reach  the  unsaved  and 

a  national  emphasis  called.  What  tkm  to  set  tiieir  own  goals  as  unchurched  wi^  the  gospel 
Now,  America?  and  for  Canada,  part  of  reaching  die  larger  con-  of  Jesus  Christ,"  Taylor  said. 
What  Now,  Canada?  Hie  emfrfia-  venti<m-wide  goals.  "New  Bible  stody  groups  that 

laundhed  this  year  "We  want  every  Southern  facilitate  spiritual  g^wth  and 

ninate  in  an  evange-  Baptist  to  be  involved  in  diis  mutual  accountability  often 


starting  new  Bible  study  units 
and  planting  new  congrega- 
tions  will  capture  the  healthy, 
reproduction  concept  of  the 
New  Testament  and  challenge 
Southern  Baptists  to  refocus 
their  energies  and 
resources  on  God's  pri- 
ma^  agenda." 

^  To  that  end,  the 
M  national  task  force  is 
■  calling  for  at  least  one 
■  ■  million  Southern 

M  ■  Baptists  this  year  to 
m  commit  to  pray  regu- 
p  m  larly  for  personal 

m  repentance,  personal 
revival,  and  a  national 
spiritual  awakening.  This 
^  convention-wide  prayer  ini- 

^  tiative,  called  Be...  One  In  A 

Million,  is  based  on  2 
Chronicles  7:14. 

Participants  can  regteter  for 
o  a  1  s ,  "  the  prayer  initiative  at 
1.  "We  www.namb.net/prayer.  Many 
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and  wiD 
listic  media  campaign  in  2005.  ” 
Exposing  die  question:  "What 
Now?^  oreanizers  say  they  are 


Southern  Baptist  Freemasons  participate  in  a  letter  writing  cam¬ 
paigns  to  bring  Masons  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Houston  to  defend  their  lodge  membership  and  deny  any  conflict 
with  Christian  doctrine.  The  response  comes  as  Baptists  await  a 
study  on  Freemasonry  from  the  Home  Mission  Board. 


The  Radio  and  Television  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  thanks  Mississippi  Baptist  Jerry  Clower  for  his  ten-year  as^ 
dation  with  the  program.  Country  Crossroads,  naming  him 
"Ambassador  at  Large"  for  his  contributions. 


Mississippi  Baptists'  first  Royal  Ambassador  Congress  is  planned  for 
Calvary  Church,  Jackson.  Several  hundred  Royal  Ambassadors  from 
section  of  the  state  are  expected  to  partidpate.  The  event  is  spon- 


every 

sored  by  die  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union. 
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Slain  IMB  worker  known  for  compassion 


venue 


beloved 


GREENFIELD,  Wis. 
[BP)  —  Tears  welled  up, 
kit  so  did  smiles  and 
lau^ter  as  hundreds 
itnered  at  Layton 
Church  in 
Wisconsin., 
their 
missionary 
friend  Kadiy  Gariety. 

Garie^s  body  nad 
been  laid  to  rest  in 
Milwaukee  cm  January 
6  in  snow-covert  Holy 
Cross  Cemetery.  The 
53-year-old  and  two 
other  Southern  Bap^t 
workers  —  physician 
Mardia  Meyers,age  57, 
and  hospitm  adminis¬ 
trator  lAulliam  Koehn, 
re  60  —  lost  their  lives 
30  when  a  lone 
shot  them  dur- 
ig  a  staff  meeting  at 
the  Jibla  Baptist 
Hospital  in  Yemen.  Myers  and  Koehn  ww 
buried  the  following  day  on  the  hospital 
grounds  in  Yemen. 

Though  some  friends  and  family  contin¬ 
ue  to  struggle  widi  how  such  a  tragedy 
could  happen,  others  have  taken  comfort 
in  knowing  that  die  Gariety,  who  was  sin¬ 
gle,  was  where  she  wantw  to  be.  They 
recalled  her  tenacity,  her  stubbornness,  her 
smile,  her  passion  for  the  people  ofYemen, 
and  her  ability  to  rally  others  to  give  to  the 
needs  of  so  many  who  lived  there. 

"Sie  had  conviction,  she  had  cximmit- 
ment,  she  had  the  huits  of  die  Spirit  in  her 
life,"  said  Keidi  Chase,  Gariety's  dose  friend 
and  pastor  for  15  years.  "Kathy  knew  tiiat 
faidim  meant  trusting  in  God  no  matter 

what,  no  matter  when,  no  matter  where.  Her 
^di  was  stioiw  as  anyone  I'd  ever  known." 

Chase  recaOied  a  trip  he  took  widi  his 
wife  to  Yemen,  where  Gariety  served  10 
years  as  the  hospital's  purchasing  manag¬ 
er.  He  remembers  he 


"As  soon  as  we  got  past  die  gate,  diildren 
swarmed  around  foimy,"  he  said.  'Tt  took 
20  minutes  to  take  a  five-minute  walk." 

Clara  Alcott  also  recounted  die  influ¬ 
ence  Gariety  had  on  her  as  a  youth  director 
and  Sun^y  School  teacher  at  the  church. 
"9ie  was  a  consistent  presence  in  my  life," 
Alcott  said,  "She  was  a  good  teacher 
b^use  she  was  personable  and  strong. 

"It's  vety  important  for  women  to  have 
a  strong  Christ  woman's  presence  in 
their  lives  and  she  was.  I  saw  somebody 
finishing  the  race,  and  I  saw  someone  fin¬ 
ishing  race  sprinting." 

Thai  Hua,  who  moved  fiorn  \fietnam  to 
the  United  States  without  his  family, 
recalled  how  Gariety  helped  him  during  a 
difficult  and  uncertain  time. 


gunman  i 
mg  a  sti 


store. 

and  don - , - 

thi^  she  meant  it  Sie  meant  a  lot  to  me. 

I^ris  Moorman,  who  sang  Gariety's 
favorite  song.  To  the  Ends  of  the  Earth, 


during  the  memorial  service,  said  die  slain 
worker  had  touched  dieir  lives  when  she 
led  the  youdi  group. 

The  day  before  die  news  of  die  tragedy 
in  Yemen  broke,  one  of  Moorman's  sons 
was  flipping  duough  a  Bible  Gariety  had 
given  him  as  a  gift.  On  one  page,  she  had 
written:  "May  cfod's  Word  nave  the  final 
say  in  every  oedsion  you  make." 

"She  certainly  pointed  people  to  Jesus 
and  radiated  his  love,"  Moorman  said. 

did  what  she  talked  about  and  risked 
her  life.  She  trusted  die  Lord  and  put  her 
life  in  his  hands.  I'm  looking  forward  to  die 
day  wB^  we  wUl  see  her  again." 

While'^nany  were  pressuring  him  to 

go  to  seminary,  Gariety  eiKOtu-aged  Cory 
raatz  to  be  a  pastor  for  a  couple  of  years 
first  and  then  go  to  seminanr  oiKe  he 
knew  diat  was  what  God  called  him  to 
do  fulltime,  he  said. 

He  followed  her  advice  and  later  co^let- 
ed  seminary.  Today,  he  is  pastor  of  Como 
CommiAiity  Church  in  Lake  Geneva. 


people  there  —  pt 


LAID  TO  REST  —  Family  and  friends  offer  final  farewells  during  graveside  services 
for  Kathleen  Gariety  outside  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  The  International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  worker  and  two  of  her  colleagues  lost  their  lives  In  an  attack  by  a  lone  Yemeni 
gunman  at  jibla  Baptist  Hospital  on  Dec.  30.  A  fourth  IMB  worker  was  seriously 
wound^.  (BP  photo  by  Bill  Bangham) _ 


Gariety  tolerated  danger  to  live  among  Yemeni 


MILWAUKEE,  Wis.  (BP)  — 
Kathleen  Gariety  knew  die 
immense  danger  of  living  in 
Yemen  as  an  American  and  a 
Christian,  but  she  saw  the  people 
around  her  as  good  friends 
neigJiborB,  her  pastor  told  die 
M^aukee  Journal  SentineL 


castor  of 


pai 

Layton  Avenue  Church  in 
Milwaukee,  and  his  wife 
Joarme  recalled  Gariety's 
endirace  of  God's  call  to  help 
peopfe  in  Yemen. 

"iTiat's  not  the  first  place 
you  would  choose  to  go,  but  it 
became  the  place 
would 
ose  to  be," 
me  Chase 
1  the  Journal 
tinel.  "She  is 
erson  who  is 
•  to  look 
ond  stereo- 
es  and  poli- 
and  see  into 
pie's  hearts, 

1  she  was  very 
cemed  about 
pe<^le." 
jariety,  age 
was  one  of 
ee  Southern 
a  p  t  i  s  t 
ernational 
ision  Board 

FAMILY  COMFORTED  —  Keith  Chase  (center),  pastor  or  Layton  /wenue  c,nurcn  ^rtormel  kmed 
in  Greenfield,  Wisconsin,  comforts  Pat  (left)  and  jerry  Gariety,  sister  and  brother  of  Dec.  30  by  a  1<^ 
Kathleen  Gariety  who  died  Dec.  30  in  an  attack  at  jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in  Yemen,  gunm^  who 
Gariety  served  with  Chase  as  minister  of  youth  for  the  Greenfield  congregation  wnugglj^  a  ^e 
before  beginning  her  service  in  Yemen.  (BP  photo  by  Bill  Bangham)  die  Jibla 


Baptist  Hospital  in  Yemen 
where  Gariety  had  been  a  pur¬ 
chasing  manager  for  a  decade. 

"From  die  crown  of  her  head 
to  the  soles  of  her  f^,  she  was 
devoted  to  this  ministry  and 
felt  diat  God  had  called  her  to 
be  involved  in  this  hospital," 
Keith  Cogbum,  executive 
director  of  the  Lakeland  Baptist 
Association  in  Wisconsin,  told 
the  Journal  Sentinel. 

Friends  said  her  title  of 
purchasing  manager  under¬ 
stated  her  complex  work  in 
keeping  the  hospital  stocked 
witn  nnens,  medicine  and 
equipment.  On  trips  to  the 
States,  she  was  known  to 
speak  about  her  work  at  the 
hospital  and  coordinate  the 
shipment  of  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  worth  of  donated  sup¬ 
plies  back  to  Yemen. 

The  Journal  Sentinel  report¬ 
ed  Dec.  30  that  Gariety  opted  to 
live  in  a  small  apartment 
among  the  people  of  Yemen 
instead  of  housing  provided  on 
die  hospital  compoimd  because 
she  wanted  to  oe  more  of  a 
friend  dian  a  foreigner. 

Some  who  knew  Gariety  have 
used  die  word  martyr  to  describe 


her  and  die  way  she  died. 

"I  see  a  maityrr  as  someone 
willing  to  put  tneir  life  on  the 
line  for  something  they 
believe  in  strongly,*^  David 
Moorman,  a  mend  from 
Layton  Avenue  Baptist 
Church,  told  the  Journal 
Sentinel  about  Gari^.  "In  her 
case,  Kathy  was  quite  worthy, 
and  I  have  no  problem  calling 
her  a  martyr.  She  died  carry¬ 
ing  out  her  mission." 

Keith  Chase  said  die  three 
hospital  workers  Who  were 
killed  would  never  have  called 
themselves  martyrs.  They 
would  prefer  to  be  seen  as  peo¬ 
ple  who  loved  the  Yemeni  peo¬ 
ple  enough  to  lay  down  dieir 
ives  for  them,  he  told  the 
oumal  Sentinel. 

He  also  said  people  who 
meve  the  loss  of  the  workers 
should  pray  for  the  killer. 

"We  are  called  to  love  our 
enemies.  They  would  want  us 
to  pray  and  to  recognize  that 
the  vast  majority  of  me  Yemeni 
le  condemn  die  acts  of  the 
as  much  as  we  do,"  Chase 
said.  "It  would  tarnish  die  life 
and  ministry  of  these  people  to 
hatred  to' 


allow  I 


win.* 


I  The  Bafjtst  Rbcord,- 

'  isio;-,.  ■  ‘c  4ii: 
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Performing  Arts  Festival  launches  Feb.  21 

JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  —  There  •Auctions  and  directing, 

is  still  time  to  register  for  the  2003  ^  -Ughtog  desi^. 

Christian  Perfonmng  Arts  Festival  •Stte^eff^ts 

on  February  21-22  at  Ridgecrest  V  •Design  and  utilizahon  of 

Oturch  in  Madison,  according  to  tile  ^ 

annual  event's  lead  planner.  'v^v  *?^**^*  n 

Harvey  Ellis,  youth  consultant  in  rVl  .gating  edible  activities  for  kids 

the  DikiplesWp  and  Family  /V  fV  O  i 

Ministry  (DI^)  Department  of  the  ^  V  W  •Visual  reality  (youth  ministry). 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  ^  I  ■  •  Sports  ^d  games. 

BoarfrtSfcB),  A  thereto  plenty  of  H  1  1  .e-  !■ 


arotmd  3:30  p.m.  TTiree  sessions  will  be 
held  during  the  January  22  program. 
Participants  will  be  able  to  choose  from 


going  to  happen.  We  can 


Inspection  Rejection 

I  didn't  mean  to  lau^  at 
Iraqi  official  as  I  sat  there  and  lis- 
tened  to  him  complain,  during  a 
Press  Conference,  about  me 
inspection  teams  overstepping 
thor  boimds.  His  con^lamt,  in 
essence,  was  that  the  inniectors 
were  looking  at  thirty  tfiat  the 
Ira^  did  not  want  trtem  to  s^, 
andat  times  when  the  Iraqis  did 
not  want  tiiem  to.  I  muted  to  overstepped  His  b 
myself,  "IPs  just  not  fair  for  Oh,  how  man) 

United  Nation's  inspection  heard  someone  pi 
teams  to  be  in  tiieir  country,  a  Word  of  God  ar 
country  tiiat  is  supposed  to  be  "How  does  tiiat  gi 
disamwd,  poking  around  and  is  going  on  in  my  1 
looking  in  buildings,  plants,  and  remeinber  that  1 
places  where  they  may  have  hid-  doesn't,  but  the  Scnpture  saw, 
den  some  of  tiieir  wares."  "The  word  of  God  is  quick  and 

As  I  sat  fliere  and  watched  power^  and  sluuper  than  a 
him,  I  again  was  somewhat  two-ed^ 
amused  because  it  hit  me  that  I,  to  tiie  mv 
along  with  Adam  and  Eve  and  and  spirit 
poshly  you,  should  know  how  marro 
feel  I  tii^^t  about  our  first  tiie  tiv 
parents  te  they  were  there  in  tiie  heart.' 

Garden  of  Eden.  Eve  took  of  the  knows 
forbidden  fruit  and  then  gave  to  secrrt 
Adam  and  botii  of  them  ate.  and  in 
Tben,  realizing  tiieir  wrongness  where 
a^  feeling  shame,  they  ran  and  I  c 
hid.  In  the  cool  of  the  evening,  that 
God  came  and  called  out,  sorne 
"Adam,  Adam,  where  are  you?"  point 
Adam  began  to  feel  tiie  awk-  away 
waicthess  of  God  coming  where  Spirit 
Adam  wished  He  woul^'t  and  front* 
at  a  time  when  things  were  all  and 
wrong.  I'm  sure  that  Adam  and  Perso 
Eve  could  have  held  a  press  cot-  leade 
ference  and  said,  "We  don't  like  wait  > 
the  inroectiOT  program  that  tfie  body 
Lord  is  carrymg  out.  He  has  boimi 


neglect,  but  in  time  the  inspec¬ 
tor  from  Heaven  will  come 
again,  and  again,  and  again. 

3.  Deflect  My  personal  expe¬ 
rience  and  my  OTservation  of 
some  of  us  is  that  whenever  God 
points  out  our  failures,  wrc^do- 
mgs,  attitudes,  or  disobedioice, 
we  tend  to  want  to  deflect  it  to 
someone  else.  This  is  a  ploy  used 
by  virtually  every  one  of  us.  For 
exan^le,  in  tiie  garden,  almost 
before  God  coula  point  out  his 
sin,  Adam  said,  'The  woman 
tiiOT  gavest  me,  she..."  How 
many  times  have  we  said  to  God, 
'Tt  is  my  mate's  teult,  or  my  par¬ 
ent's  fault,  or  society's  fault,  or 
^  churdi's  fault,  or  my  boss's 
fault,  or  the  workte's  fault.."  We 
defltet  our  personal  respOTsibili- 
ty.  I  have  met  people  who  have 
1-":--"-'  never  done  wrong, 
according  to  them,  for  they  are 
able  to  pkice  blame  before  otiiers 
in  a  spbt-second. 

4.  Subject  Here  is  what  God 
■  »  —  subject  our- 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


off-limits  with  God.  Now, 
when  God's  inspection  tearn 
shows  up  at  your  heart,  it 
seems  that  there  are  a  number 
of  possibilities  of  what  you 
can  do,  or  at  least  attempt  to 
do.  You  can... 

1.  Reject  How  many  of  us 
have  eitner  internally  and  pri¬ 
vately,  or  externally  and  voad- 
ly,  said,  "I'm  not  guilty.  That's  ^ 
not  me.  I  didn't  do  anything.  bteraUy 
Why  are  you  dealing  with  my 
heart?"  We  just  rej^t  our 
wrongdoing,  yet  at  the  same 
time,  we  Imow  that  we  are  , 

guilty.  No  wonder  the  Apostle  calls  us  to  do  , 

Paul  wrote  to  the  Romans  and  selves  to  tiie  trutii  tiiat  we  have 
said,  "Every  mouth  be  stopped  sinned.  Subject  ourselves  to  a 
and  the  entire  world  may  God  of  love  and  grace,  who  has 
become  guilty  before  God.^'  provided  for  our  sins  to  be  f^d 
-  -  reject  tor  emd  removed  by  tiie  blood  of 

'  1,  G^  Jesus  Christ.  Isn't  it  wonderful, 

j  the  truth.  tiiat  instead  of  playing  games 
Neglect.  Have  you  ever  witii  God's  inspcxrtion  crew  tiiat 
•  •  •  “»  comes  to  our  hearts,  we  can 

throw  ourselves  before  His 
mercy,  come  clean,  and  be  clean. 

It  IS  a  gift  of  forgiveness  OTd 
new  life  and  I  can  only  join 
with  thousands  of  you  in  say-, 
ing  thanks  be  to  God  for  His 
not  unspeakable  gift! 


erverted  warehouses 
ide  our  motives. 

11  you,  for  a  fact,  -  „ 

beyond  hearing  While  we  would  like  to 
:her  or  preacher  what  the  inspectors  find, 
iy  sins,  I  have  been  may  just  be  telling  the  trj 
them  and  the  Holy  2.  Neglect.  Ha' 
shown  up,  con-  experienced  God  showmg  up 
le,  convicted  me,  at  your  heart,  pointing  out  a 
ected  my  heart,  txeed  in  your  life,  and  you  kind 
,  1,  like  the  Iraqi  of  push  it  aside  and  actually 
inted  to  say,  "Well,  just  neglect  doing  anything 
lute!  I  think  some-  about  it,  perfiaps  thinking  ^t 
itepping  over  the  life  will  go  on  and  maybe  God 
}."But,  there  are  no  will  forget  about  it?  That  is  r  ' 


The  Baptist  Record 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Singly  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  foigive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite-Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


at  three  Delta  churches  to 


The  California  Baptist  inj 


aG  r  o  V  e  Historical  Society  introduced  celebrate  the  release  of  her 

Church,  the  2002  recipient  of  the  CSBC  new  CD.  She  will  be  at  her 

Batesville,  Heritage  award  to  Toxie  home  church.  First  Church, 

licensed  Jarrell.  Jarell  serves  as  pastor  Isola,  on  Feb.  1  at  11  a.m.  On 

Brandon  emeritus  and  senior  adult  Feb.  2  she  will  be  at  First 

Powell  to  minister  at  First  Church,  Church,  Belzoni,  at  10  a.m. 
the  Gospel  Jackson,  Calif.  Jarrell,  a  native  and  at  Eastwood  Church, 
Ministry  on  of  Pearl  River  County,  attend-  Indianola,  that  evening  for  a 
June  2.  ed  Pine  Grove  Church,  mini  concert  and  testimony  at 
Powell  is  in  Picayune.  Pictured  (from  left)  6:00  p.m.  All  are  invited, 
the  are  his  wife  Lisa  and  Jarrell. 

Ministerial  Preaching  and  singing  evan- 

Program  at  Moselle  Memorial  Church,  gelist,  Carr^  Roberson,  Ripley, 
Blue  Moselle,  ordained  Steven  received  an  invitation  to  attend 

Mountain  Mangum  to  the  ministry  on  the  Natioiud  Pr^er  Breakfast, 

College  and  Dec.  1.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Washington,  D.C.,  on  Feb.  6. 
indon  Powell  avail-  his  wife  Shawn,  Mangum,  Roberson's  weekly  television 

able  for  pul-  'and  his  father  Tommy  program  is  aired  in  over  fifteen 
pit  Supply.  Pictured  (from  Mangum.  Daniel  Caldwell  is  miluion  hcrnies. 

left)  are  Terry  Tribble,  pastor,  interim  pastor.  Steven  is 

and  Powell.  available  for  supply  and  can 

be  reached  at  (66i)  582-5701. 


Terry  Tribble,  pastor,  and 


Nikki  Roberts 


Liberty  Church, 
Carrollton,  presented 
Matt  Hamann  wifii  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  perfect  atten¬ 
dance.  Hainann  is  also  a 
member  of  RAs  and  Bible 
Drill.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Riley  Ainsworfii,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Hamann. 


Friendship  Church, 
Aberdeen,  ordained 
Kenneth  Blanton  as 
deacon  on  Sept.  1. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Dale  Wilemon  and 
Blanton. 


Dale  Mlemon  and  Kenneth  Blanton 


Nikki  Roberts,  an 
'independent  Christian 
artist,  will  be  appear- 


Lisa  and  Toxie  Jarrell 


BAPTISTS 


Shawn  Sc  Steven  Mangum  and  Tommy  Mangum 


Sherry  and  Don  Hopkins  of  Batesville  have  followed  the  example  found 
in  the  Parable  of  the  Five  Talents  (Matthew  25:15-29).  God  provided 
them  with  a  blessing  and  they  decided  to  invest  what  they  had  been 
given.  The  Hopkins  contacted  their  pastor,  James  Bailey,  and  he  directed 
them  to  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  Instead  of  rrtaking  a  one-time 
gift  they  invested  it  and  now  the  income  will  be  used  to  further  God's 
work  for  years  to  come.  "We  were  glad  that  we  could  choose  where  the 
money  went.  We  wanted  the  gift  to  stay  local  and  help  our  community," 
said  Sherry. 

By  being  wise  stewards,  the  income  from  their  initial  investment  will 
provide  a  source  of  funding  for  benevolent  charitable,  educational  and 
missKxiary  functions  of  the  Lord's  work  in  Batesville  and  the  impact  vi/ill 
reach  even  further.  "What  a  blessing  the  Foundation  has  been.  They're 
professior>al,  knowledgeable  and  will  work  with  you  so  that  your  money 
goes  where  you  want  arxl  achieves  what  you  want"  stated  Sherry. 
"Another  benefit  is  that  Don  and  I  don’t  have  to  do  anything  and  wo 
got  quarterly  reports  sent  right  to  us." 

added  Sherry.  flVlDr 

THE  MlSSISSWfl  SATTIST  fOUNOATION 


Riley  Ainsworth,  pastor  and  Matt  Hamann 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  and  Vans 


Eldorado 
Starcro'ft 
Turtle  Top 
Used  Buses 


Business  done  the  "Riteway*  for  over  16  years! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 


Pint  Church,  Sledge,  and 
Hollywood  Church,  Sledge, 
held  their  Christmas  Cantata  at 
First  Church  on  Dec. 

15  at  a.m.  Jody^^^^H 
Hall  and  Sam 
Mulloy  directed 
practices  and 
Shirley  Jenkins 
directed  the  cantata. 


Byram,  missionaries  of  First  Church  Thursday  classes  beginning 
e  Moon  who  had  birthdays  during  the  Feb.  10  and  lasting  for  two 

tured  is  Week  of  rrayer  for  weeks.  For  more  iruormation, 

M International  call  (601) '981-0019.  George 

Missions.  Rob  Berry  Sr.'s  wood  carvi^  class- 

Boyd  is  pastor,  es  are  taught  every  Tuesday 

Pictured  (from  left)  from  6-9  p.m.  ^ 

are  Alexander,  For  more 
Applewhite,  and  information, 

caU(601)981- 

0019  or  (601)  W'-  ^  ■ 

932-1678. 


New  Hope 
Church, 
Meadville,  held  a 
Wmter  Bible  Study 
cm  Jan.  12.  Daniel  r. 
Caldwell  presented 
1st  Corinmians.  The 
church  will  have  a 
Valentine's  Banquet 
onFd7. 14 


Wesson  Chtuch, 
Wesson,  will  hold  a 
V>^d  Game  Supper 
cm  F^.  8  at  6  p.m. 
featuriiw  Crossland 
Game  Calls.  David 
and  Brandon 
Fortenbeiw  will  be 
speaking.  There  will 
^  hunting  semi- 

pplewhite,  and  Whitten 

prizes.  A  love  offer- 
Anna  Bates,  WMU  ing  will  be  taken.  For  more  infor- 
President,  standing  maticm,  call  (601)  643-5722. 
by  the  tree.  Each 

light  represents  $10  The  Chimneyville  Crafts 


Tylertown 
Church, 
Tylertown, 
ordained 
Scott  R.  Dyar 
as  deacon  on 


First  Church, 
Clinton,  celebratecl 
Happy  Birthday 
Lottie  on  Dec.  4. 
Honorees,  Cecile 
Alexander, 
Argentina;  LaVeme 
Applewhite, 
Indonesia;  Indy 
Whitten,  Spain, 
Argentina,  and 
Equatorial  Guinea; 
were  three  retired 


Correction 


Anna  Bates,  WMU  president 


Jim  Worthing,  who  provid¬ 
ed  worship  leadership  during 
the  January  9  Legislative 
Prayer  Breakfast,  was  incor¬ 
rectly  identified  in  a  page  one 
photograph  and  article  in  the 
January  1 9  issue.  The  reporter 
was  given  incorrect  informa¬ 
tion,  and  The  Baptist  Record 
regrets  the  error. 

Worthing  can  be  contacted 
at  1583  Martha  Drive, 
Grenada,  MS  38901 . 
Telephone;  (662)  226-0614. 


^  is  eloing  anwizing  thiiws. 

*  ^  *  Are  you  ready? 


Scott  &  Belinda  Dyar,  and  Michael  W.  Glenn,  pastor 


Coits9crate,  for  tomorrom... 

Yo«th  Ninistry  Lab 

April  4-5 

An  exdting  youth  iiMstry  weekend  feature 

•  TtrgntJ  trminimgfor  txptrumetd  and  roMt 
youth  mmittort,  vobmtoor  youth  leodon, 
spouMt,  and  wonhif  laadart 

•  Thraa  tpaciaiiaad  traehtjor  Tthrrada  to 
coUagt-agt  ttudamtt  who  tauta  God't  caU 

to  mhuttry,  taho  an  laadart  iu  thair  caucus 
ebth  or  youA  grouf,  or  who  wamt  to  fo 
daaparwith  God 

WfcrtfOk**|wr»  Whahaud  —  Sfaeial 


Are  you  paying  too  muqh  for  your  Medicare  Supplement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 


CaM  todfi^  for  fre«  information; 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing. 
P.0.6ox512T, 
Brandon.  MS  3d047  ^ 

or  daM  toll-free: 
1-MMBeO-2305 


Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 
Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement... Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today! 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans 
including  limitations  and  exclusions 
call  today.Call  today  for  free  informationi 
Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program 


New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 


Sout)iw«at«rii  Baptist  Tliaolo^oal  Ssminary 
P  Toticli  tka  'W’o*l4l...Inipact  Etarnity  ! 


.Bwkts.ada 


New  Hope,  Meadville: 

Feb.  16-19;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  1:30  p.m.,  lunch  served; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m,;  Len 
Turner,  Woodstock,  Ga., 
evangelist;  Hubert  Greer, 
Wesson,  minister  of  music; 
Larry  W.  Yarber,  pastor;  for 
more  information,  call  (601) 
384-604  or  (601)  384  3122. 

Grace,  Philadelphia:  Feb.  9; 
Bible  Study,  9  a.m.;  worship,  10 
a.m.;  poUuck  lunch,  noon; 
there  will  be  a  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  remembering  deceased 
members;  Detmis  Duv^  pas¬ 
tor;  for  more  inframation,  call 
(601)656-1988. 

First  Church,  Terry: 
March  1-2: 150th  anniversary; 
Sat.,  testimony  and  praise,  7 
p.m.;  Simday,  High 
Attendance  Sunday  School, 
9:15  a.m.,  worship,  10:30 
a.m.,  dinner  on  the  groimds; 
John  Pace,  pastor;  liters  of 
remembrance  and  celebra¬ 
tion  are  being  requested  for 
the  scrapbook;  for  more 
information,  call  (601)  878- 
5735  or  (601)  878-5597. 


The  Blue 

Mountain  College 
Department  of 
^eech  and 

Tneatre  will  pre¬ 
sent  Ladies  in 
Retirement  for  the 
spring  production. 
Ine  production  will 
open  Feb.  25  and 
run  Feb,  27-March 
1.  Evening  perfor¬ 
mances  will  be  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the 
Garrett  Fine  Arts 
Center.  A  matinee 
for  seniors  will  be 
held  on  Feb.  28  at 
1:30  p.m.  Tickets 
are  $9  for  adults 
and  $3  for  students 
and  senior  citizens. 
For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (662)  685- 
4771,  Ext.  131. 


The  Klasinc  and  Loncar 
Guitar  Duo  will  be  in  concert  Jan. 
31  at  7:30  p.m.  at  foe  Hattiesbuig 
Cultural  Center.  Admission  u 
free.  Miroslav  Loncar  is  foe  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  musk  and  artist 
in  residence  at  William  Carey 
College. 


Four  stu¬ 
dents  with 
Mississippi 
ties  received 
doctoral 
degrees  from 
New  Orleans 
Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary  in 
December. 
Pictured 
(from  left) 
are  Jason 
Philip  Bird, 
Meridian, 

Pastor  at 

ifteenth 
Avenue 
Church, 
Meridian, 
receiving  the 
Doctor  of 


.V  St  MTv  \  h: \  !  \\ 


Bird,  Laird,  Kelly,  president. 

Educational  Ministry  degree; 
J.T.  Laird,  of  Florence,  pastor 
at  Andrew  Chapel  Church, 
Brandon,  receiving  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree; 
Charles  S.  Kelley  Jr.,  New 
Orleans  Seminary  President; 


Cook,  and  Buit 

James  Rice  Cook,  Batesville, 

Eastor  at  Magnolia  Church, 
aurel,  receivmg  the  Doctor 
of  Ministry  degree;  and  John 
Robert  Burt,  Tupelo,  pastor  at 
Auburn  Church,  Tupelo, 
receiving  the  Doctorate  of 
Ministry  degree. 

The  Blue  Mountain  College 
Division  of  Fine  Arts  and 
Speech  will  present  Martha 
Frances  Monroe  and  June 
Meyer  in  a  duet  piano  recital 
on  Feb.  6  at  7'30p.m,  in  Garrett 
Auditorium,  Blue  Mountain 
College  campus.  Selections  will 
include  a  variety  of  styles 
including  works  of  Bach, 
Schubert,  D^us^,  Mozart, 
Quilter,  Barber,  and  Liebau. 


Wyimdale  Church,  Ternr, 
has  called  Bob  Tones  as  full¬ 
time  Minister  of  Music.  Jones 
was  previous^  Minister  of 
Music  at  First  Church, 
Brookhaven. 

First  Church,  Louise,  has 
called  Kerry  Burrough  as 
Pastor.  Biurough  is  foe  former 
pastorate  of  Horseshoe 
Chiuxfo,  Tchula. 

Jim  P. 
Thrash  has 
resigned  the 
pastorate  of 
the 
Perkinston 
Church, 
Perkinston, 
to  begin  serv- 

Road  Chtuch,  Anchorage,  Ala. 
Thrash  bemns  his  mirustry  in 
Alaska  Feb.  1. 

Indian  Springs  Church, 
Petal,  called  nraa  Howard  as 
pastor  on  Jan.  1.  Howard  previ¬ 
ously  served  as  Minister  of 
Youm  at  Indian  Springs 
Church,  Laurel.  He  is  a^adu- 
ate  of  William  Car^  (Allege 
and  will  graduate  mm  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  May. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Klasinc  &  Loncar 


IN^OO  * 


1.  Tuesday,  February  i8,  2003  - 

FBC,  Tunica  (662)363-2665 

•  “Marriage  Enrichment”  -  Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 
Family  Ministry  Consultant 

•  “Seniors/Grandparenting”  -  Barry  Worrell,  Music 
&  Seniors,  Emmanuel,  Grenada 

•  “Single  Adults”  -  Jan  Halford,  Jackson,  co-author 
of  “RmO*’  for  children  of  divorce 

i  a.  Tuesday,  February  4,  2003  - 

I  FBC,  Magnolia  (601)  783~339t 
F  •  “Marriage  Eiuichment”  -  Dot  Day,  Hazlehurst, 
Copiah  County  Association,  Marriage  Counselor 

3.  Tuesday,  March  18,  2003  • 

Cascilla  Baptist  Church,  Cascilla 
(close  to  Grenada)  (662)  226-5071 

•  “Finances”  -  Jerry  Mixon,  MBCB 
Stewardship  Director 

•  “Discipline  In  The  Home”  -  Glenn  Shows, 
MBCB  Family  Ministry  Consultant 

•  “Caregiving”  -  Jan  Halford,  Jackson 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FRBE 

estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 
AnmTION  MINISTERS  and  seli- 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 

insurance;  call  (662)  568-3462. _ 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
SEEKIF(P  FUU-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
Music/Vouth.  Please  send  resumes  to 
Otter  Creek  First  Baptist  Church,  13000 
Quail  Run  Drive,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
72210,  attention  Martha  Owem. 


Quality  Health  Insurance,  Call  today  for  a 
free  quote.  Quentin  E.  Adams  (601 )  594- 
5676,  quentinadams35Dhotmail.com 
A  BRAND  NEW  QUEEN  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  New  in  plastic  w/warr., 
sell  $119.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 

A  quSN  mattress  SeT,  plllow-top,  new 
Sell  $175.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 


ic 

mattress  set.  New  In  plastic,  only 
$189.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 

NORRIS  BOOKBlNblNd  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  bul¬ 
letins  and  hymnals.  For  more  information 
call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  455- 


6743.  Located  at  107  North  Slone  AveiHie, 

Greenwood,  MS  38930. _ 

LINDEN  VALLEY  BAPTIST  Conference 
Center,  a  Teniressee  Baptist  Convention 
fkility,  is  searching  for  a  ministry  mirKled 
irxJividual  to  fill  year-round  full  time  food- 
service  supervisor's  position,  offering  gen¬ 
erous  befits  package.  ExperierKe  in 
menu  planning,  staff  supervision,  meal 
preparation  and  purchasing  required.  If 
interested,  contact  (877)  354-6336  or 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair. 
Call  (800)  368-2705  or  fax  illustra- 
tions  to  (601)  483-7958. _ 


full-time  education  minister,  and  full-time 
youth  minister.  Send  resumes  to  East  Side 
Baptist  Church,  718  E.  Ninth  Street, 
Mountain  Home,  AR  72653,  or 
mikeshyCcoxintemetcom 
A  HUMOROUS  AN 
back  at  a  preacher-teacher  ard  would-be 
comedian  growing  up  in  rual  Mississippi. 
" ^  BmthtrWm  An  Only  ChU",  By  Mis 
Nichols.  It's  214  pages  of  pure  plea^re. 
Send  $15  to  Adis  Nichols,  1 142  C  R  375, 
Enterprise,  MS  39330.  For  banquet  infor¬ 
mation  call  (601 )  659-9991 . 


tife  Ai4i^  - 


Ar*  your  Mnion  Und  ol 
crawing  OMT  ttw 
HUMP7'nwioiulior<l* 

■  IS-pasaangor  W)  wHh 
■n  aiila.  ntood  root  A 
•Itcthc  titp. 

CMlMMi  Wn  A  ■ui'Mwl  V«M»Mi 
BUSESI  \MNSI  PEO^  MOVERSI 
www.trt-tlMMnbui.coni 


POCAHONTAS  lAPTIST  CHURCH:  morning  worship  service.  A  limited 
Seeking  a  Christian  student  to  be  ^touth  knowiedge  of  music  is  acceptable,  but 
Director.  Must  be  committed  to  children  this  person  should  be  able  to  direct  a 
and  \buth.  i^rt-time  position.  Main  focus  is  small  choir.  If  interested  please  contact 
Bible  study  Wednesdays  and  activities  for  Nancy  ftirker  at  (662)  569-3315  or  call 
the  group.  Please  contact  Rene  Virden,  pastor  Ed  Wood  at  (662)  569-2164. 

\buth  Commitlee  Chairperson  (601)  362-  SLAYDEN  lAFTIST  CMUACH,  SLAYDfN) 
2152  or  mail  resume:  Ricahontas  Baptist  Miss.  (Marshall  Association)  is  seeking  an 
Church,  Attention:  Rene  Virden,  4200  interim  Music/Worship  leader.  Please  con- 
39209.  tact  the  church  office  at  (662)  252-4559. 


OUT  OF  TOUCH 
Editor: 

Your  recent  editorial  regard¬ 
ing  the  position  taken  by  Ridiard 
Land,  president  of  die  Soudiem 
Baptist  Ediics  and  Religious 
liberty  Conunission,  pertaining 
to  Trent  Lott  was  ve^  msi^tful. 
It  is  anodier  reminder  to  all 
^ptist  Christians  as  to  just  how 
out  of  touch  Land  and  die  odier 
ayatollahs  who  have  controlled 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBQ  for  die  past  15  years  have 
beco^.  Their  self-ri^teousness 
and  papal-like  sense  of  inhillibil- 
ity  snould  be  anodier  wake-up 
<^11  to  all  Mississippi  Baptists 
diat  die  time  has  come  for  us  (the 
Mississ^i  Baptist  Convention) 
to  follow  die  lead  of  our  Texas 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  and 
wididraw  from  die  SBC.  The 
declining  number  of  messengers 
which  attend  the  SBC  annual 
conventions  is  a  resounding 
statement  by  die  "silent  majon- 
ty"  our  mistrations  widi  die 
dictatorial  direction  die  current 
leadership  has  been  taking.  I  can 
only  hope  and  pray  that  Land's 
"lambasting"  will  motivate  con¬ 
cerned  leaaers  in  our  state  con- 
ventim,  like  yourself,  (who  can 
see  "die  writing  cm  the  wall")  to 
begin  ^  process  of  disasscxdat- 
ing  our  state  conventicm  from  the 
national  ^up. 

DavicfC.  Frazier 

Pascagoula 


CP  MISUSED 
Editor: 

The  editorial  in  your 
January  16  editioi^ointea  out 
the  lambasting  of  Irent  Lott  by 
Richard  Land,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
(ERTC)  in  Nasnville,  during 
his  December  14  national  radio 
show.  I  did  not  hear  the  pro¬ 
gram  myself  but  from  the  con¬ 
tent  of  your  editorial  it  would 
seem  to  me  that  Land's 
remarks  about  Lott,  and  the 
position  Land  holds  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Conventicm, 
puts  him  in  a  position  of  doing 


to  Lott  exactly  what  he  is 


:tiy  wi 
accusing  Lott  of  doing. 

As  a  Christian  first  and  a 
Southern  Baptist  second  I  fail 
to  see  where  Land's  remarks 
and  attitude  would  have  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  building  up 
or  adding  to  the  kingdom  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  1  for  one 
resent  in  the  strongest  way  the 
use  of  our  Cooperative 
Program  (CP)  funds  by  any¬ 
one  in  any  way  other  man  to 
build  up  and  to  further  the 
kingdom  of  Gcxl  on  this  earth. 
I  personally  feel  that  Lott  was 
treated  unfairly  and  that  his 
remarks  were  taken  totally  out 
of  content  and  used  against 
him  for  selfish  political  pur¬ 
poses  by  others,  exactly  the 
same  way  that  Charles 
Pickering  was  treated  —  but 
doesn't  me  Bible  teach  us  that 
we  are  to  love  those  that 
would  despisefuUy  use  us? 

I'll  close  on  the  same  state¬ 
ment  that  Land  said  about  Lott, 
and  in  my  opinion  applies  to 
Land  even  more:  "Such  a  lack 
of  comprehension  disqualifies 
one  from  national  leadership," 
as  president  of  ERLC,  for  the 
use  of  CP  funds  for  purposes 
other  than  the  spreading  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  cmd  the 
winning  of  lost  souls. 

Let  mm  without  sin  cast  the 
first  stone  —  a  fitting  statement 
for  us  all. 

Thomas  F.  Williams 

Laurel 


NOT  SURPRISED 
Editor: 

I  just  read  your  editorial  of 
January  16,  "Send  in  the  firing 
scmad.*'  You  must  be  a  wonder¬ 
fully  smart  and  highly  intelli¬ 
gent  man,  because  you  agree 
with  me  almost  100%! 

I'm  not  sure  how  out-of¬ 
place  Trent  Lott's  remarks  were. 
He  was  merely  handing  a  100- 
year-old  man  a  bouquc^  on  1^ 
Dirthday.  I  see  no  racist  intent  in 
the  remark  at  all  but  tiien, 
unlike  so  many  who  did  sw 
tiiem  that  way,  1  am  not  a  paid 
socialist  muckiaker,  either. 


Where  we  agree  so  strong- 
W  are  your  remarks  about 
Richard  Land.  I  do  not  know 
Land  personally,  only  as  I 
read  about  him  and  his  cho¬ 
sen  associates  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  various 
puolications.  We  should  not 
DC  surprised  at  his  remarks. 
From  what  I  know  about  him, 
the  remarks  fit  his  personality 
to  a  "T." 

Keep  up  tiie  good  work  (and 
watch  your  back  —  you've 
probably  risen  a  f^  numbers 
on  their  list  now)! 

Robert  M.  Moore 

Morgan  City 


SHAMEFUL 

Editor: 

I  agree  the  Bible  was  written 
by  man  —  under  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  However,  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
(BfM)  was  written  imder  the 
hand  of  man. 

Back  in  the  days  when  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  was  under  the  hand  of 
God,  the  BFM  would  have 
been  presented  in  the  spirit  of 
love,  faith,  and  mercy.  These 
are  not  included  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  law  of  the  SBC. 

Our  missionaries  have  been 
treated  shamefully  when  they  are 
giving  their  lives  on  foreign  soil, 
under  tiie  call  of  God,  living  in 
conditions  the  average  Amencan 
wouldn't  consider.  Men  who 
called  tiiemselves  "leaders,"  liv¬ 
ing  in  luxury  witii  every  need  or 
desire  met,  ask  our  missionaries 
to  confiMh  to  tiieir  plan  instead 
of  God's,  tx  eJse. 

Many  of  God's  people  can't 
sign  tne  BFM  b^ause  the 
wording  goes  against  their 
belief  and  faitii,  so  many  of 
them  resign  —  losing  meir 
retirement  and  coming  home 
without  any  financial  support. 

My  prayer  is  that  this  yesur  the 
SBC  wm  stop  worshipping  the 


diuidi  could  turn  back  to  Jesus. 
The  results  would  be  amaz^.  A 
revival  would  shake  our  nation. 

Maybe  you  ask  why  I  wrote 
this  letter.  Well,  I  know  pe^le 
sitting  in  the  pews  and  the  SBC 
doesn't.  However,  God  hasn't 
lost  control. 

Lou  Carroll 
Biloxi 


TRUSTED  MISSIONARIES 

Editor: 

I  would  like  to  give  my 
input  on  the  article,  "Praise, 
criticism  offered  for  work¬ 
ers,"  in  the  Jan.  23  issue.  This  is 
to  the  people  who  think  it  is 
crazy  to  go  to  Moslem  coun¬ 
tries  and  be  in  harm's  way 
when  there  are  so  many  people 
in  our  country  who  need  free 
help.  This  is  true,  but  we  have 
something  free  that  they  don't 
have,  and  that  is  freedom  of 
religion.  The  men  and  women 
who  go  to  these  countries  for  a 
few  weeks  or  their  whole  lives 
to  live  and  be  a  part  of  the  local 
communities  are  earning  the 
trust  of  these  people.  Wim  this 
trust  they  are  able  to  do  the  job 
that  I  feel  is  their  top  priority: 
sharing  Jesus  with  others  and 
winning  these  individuals, 
families,  and  whole  communi¬ 
ties  over  to  the  Lord. 

I  believe  the  missionaries  are 
paid  for  tiieir  work  in  a  way  on 
which  we  could  never  put  a 
dollar  amount.  I  feel  the  need 
for  spreading  the  Good  Word 
in  foreign  countries  far  t)ut- 
wei{^  me  need  for  free  med¬ 
ical  services  in  the  USA.  God 
bless  all  of  you  who  followed 
your  calling,  in  whatever  coun¬ 
try  you  may  be. 

Cindy  McCallus 

Ushomingo 


richest  Chnstian  ^up 
wonderful  it  wouldbe  it  i 


up.  How 
ifweasa 
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BAPTISTS 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi<opy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 

Piease  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  AH  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personai  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon- 
derKe  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


TJ 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2002 

LAX  HCP  LADPB  GLOX 
EAHR  CPK,YPLK  ARH, 
QLKJ;  YRK  HCRE  CLGH 
YREAX  YLMREK 
FOHC  DRX. 

BEVP  RAPrHCOKHJ 
Clue:  RmO 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  lames  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
Is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
'  Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 

^  '  Mark  Six:  Six 

* '  ' 

‘  r 

LL 


Clone  or  not 


Ae  early  19708  after  the  publi-  "They'll  believe  him,  even 
.  cation  of  Erich  von  if  all  his  information  is 
^  Daniken's  Chariots  of  the  proved  to  be  false,"  Davis 
Gods  and  has  proved  a  said.  "This  could  include 

_  mainstay  of  science  fic-  even  some  Christians  who 

tion  from  Battle-star  don't  discern  and  don't  take 
Galactica  in  the  the  time  to  find  out  or  ask 
early  1980s  to  themselves,  'Is  tms  compati- 
The  X  Files  in  ble  with  my  faith  as  a 
recent  yetirs.  Christian?"' 

Davis  On  the  issue  of  cloning, 
said, » how-  Davis  said  experiments  wim 
ever,  that  animals  have  shown  that 
the  claims  cloning  is  far  from  the  perfect 
of  Daniken  route  to  reproduction  —  with 
and  others  numerous  problems  arising 
have  been  due  to  the  inherited  age  m 
successfully  cloned  cells. 

Iw  debunked  for  "Think  of  all  the  free  public- 

many  years.  ity  this  organization  has 
"All  of  the  received,"  Davis  said.  "If 
evidences  that  enough  people  hear  that  kind 
were  claimed  in  that  of  st^,  they  are  going  to  be 
book  have  perfectly  intrigued  about  that 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  turn  around  and  _ 

The  verdict  is  still  out  on  b^  into  this 
whether  die  Qonaid  company  URD-olc^." 
actiudly  has  adiieved  die  The  Raelian 
world's  first  human  daning.  But  beliefs  are 

for  Christians,  die  issue  illus-  traced  to  an 

trates  die  dangers  inherent  in  a  encounter  on  - 

naturalistic  worldview,  aocoid-  Dec.  13,  1973,  ^ 

ii^  to  the  North  American  in  which  ^ 

h&sion  Board  ^AMB)  inter-  French  joiur-  ^ 

faidi  evangelism  team.  nalist  Claude  /jwn^  ^ 

The  Raelian  movement  that  V  o  r  i  1  h  o  n  /n 
is  behind  the  claimed  cloning  is  claimed  to  have  ' 
actually  a  29-year-old  UFO  cult,  been  visited  by 
said  Tu  Davis,  interhuth  evan-  an  alien  being  and 
gelism  manager  for  NAMB.  asked  to  establish  an  ^  W 
The  group  claims  40,000  "embassy"  to  welcome  ][ 
members  nationwide,  llieir  die  former  earth  inhabi-  ^ 
religion  is  built  on  die  popular  tants  back  to  the  planet, 
science-fiction  notion  that  VorUhon  now  is  known 
extraterrestrials  started  life  cm  amcmg  die  cult  as  "Rael." 
earth  thousands  of  years  ago  —  The  biblical  ccmnecticm  car 
and  that  ancient  references  to  in  die  name  of  die  messeng 
the  Hebrew  Gcxl  are  who  allegedly  w 

actually  primitive  named  Yahweh,  and  t 


and  It  will  draw  some 
new  adherents  —  as 
outlandish  as  it  is. 
Even  if  it's  proven  to  be 
a  fraud  it  will  have 
proved  its  purpose  of 


[^tament  will  rec-  posed  evidences  and  making  their  move- 

’£  bodi  as  names  showed  how  from  a  ment  Imown." 

cxl.  purely  historical  per- Rudy  Gonzalez, 

he  Elohim  sup-  spective  they  can  all  be  r' ««**!•*  director  of  interfaith 

dly  argued  that  explained."  evangelism  for 

eoples  mistakenly  Such  ideas  are  attractive  to  iNAMB,  saicT  the  issue  is  a 
^ese  aliens  were  people  because  they  are  natu-  reminder  of  the  dangers  of 
ey  were  actually  ralistic  explanations,  Davis  bringing  presuppositions  to 
>  who  seeded  this  said,  and  even  Christians  can  the  interpretation  of  Scripture, 
nds  of  years  ago,"  be  vulnerable.  The  danger  is  "If  I  come  to  the  Bible  think- 
They  supposedly  that  without  a  supreme  God  ing  it's  a  book  filled  with  myths, 
!  the  offspring  of  far  more  powerful  than  a  mere  I'm  going  to  read  it  mythologi- 
»,  and  now  mey  advancecl  life  form  there  can  cally,"  Gonzalez  said,  "to  wIict- 
3ack  to  save  the  be  no  absolute  truth  and  ever  they  see  Gcxl  mani^ted  in 
th."  absolute  right  and  wrong,  and  the  Bibte  as  a  supreme  being 

)t  of  alien  forerun-  in  the  absence  of  absolute  they  just  say  that's  die  supersh- 
tablished  dviliza-  truth,  it  becomes  ea^  for  ticm  of  early  man  reading  die 
.  is  not  unique  to  charismatic  leaders  like  ^el  to  divine  into  these  events  — 
Davis  saidL  The  convince  followers  with  their  rather  than  letting  the  Bible 
quite  popular  in  own  manufactured  reality.  speak  audioritatively  for  itself." 


'Family-oriented'  meeting  planned  for  Phoenix 

NASHVILLE,  Terai.  (BP)  -  The  rally  also  will  include  through  Wednesday  for  infants  area  First  Southern  Baptist 
It's  shaping  up  as  the  most  ban-  testimonies  from  various  SBC  through  children  wno  have  fin-  Church  in  Del  City. 
%-oriented  Southern  Baptist  leaders  and  Baptist  families;  ished  kindergarten.  "Havingagreatfamilyatten- 

C^vention  (SBQ  annual  meet-  ccxifeience  leader  and  author  dance  in  f^oenix,"  he  said, 

ing  yet  That's  what  Bring  the  Gary  Chapman;  and  video  seg-  •  Student  Night,  slated  for  "will  make  a  bold  statement  to 
Fcunily!  planners  are  saying  ments  from  James  and  Shirley  Tuesday,  Jime  17,  with  a  climb-  the  world  at  large  —  a  world  of 
about  the  June  16  Kingdom  Dobson  of  Fcxrus  on  die  Family;  ing  w^  and  other  activities  people  desperately  seeking 
Family  Rally  and  other  events  and  Bible  teacher  and  author  opening  at  4:30  p.m.  and  a  wor-  answers  for  meir  own  families.^ 
for  all  ages  slated  in  coiqunc-  Bedi  Mcxire.  smp  service  ana  concert  at  6:30,  The  SBC  Council  on  Family 

tion  with  die  June  17-18  SBC  The  rally  will  be  part  of  the  sponsored  by  the  SBC  North  Life  was  created  during  the 

annual  meeting  in  Phoenix.  SBC  Pastors'  Conference,  a  American  Mission  Board.  2000  SBC  annual  meeting  in 

"At  this  year's  convention,  June  15-16  gathering  that  also  Orlando,  Fla.,  and  functions 

we're  not  sim^  having  a  ndly  will  be  devoted  to  family.  Various  details  about  the  under  the  ai^ices  of  the  SBC 

about  die  family,  but  the  whw  The  conference  is  open  to  Kingdom  Family  Rally,  the  Executive  Committee.  Jim 
event  is  desiimed  widi  die  family  church  staff  members'  families  June  17-18  SBC  annual  meet-  Futral,  executive  director-trea- 
in  mind,"  s^  Tom  EDiff,  a  for-  as  well  as  laypeople  interested  ing,  and  other  related  activities  surer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
mer  SBC  prsident  who  chairs  in  bolstering  marriage  in  are  being  posted  and  regularly  Convention  Board,  is  a  member 
die  SBC  Council  on  Family  Life.  America.  updatecT  at  the  SBC  website,  of  the  Council. 

"There  has  never  been  a  con-  www.SBC.net.  "Strenj 

venticxi  when  it  has  been  easier  •  An  SBC  Children's  Registration  for  the  SBC  SBC  Presi 

to  bring  an  entire  famiN  —  and  Conference  for  children  in  Childi^'s  Conference  and  con-  said,  "i 
have  diem  invcdved  in  tnei^iole  grades  one  through  six,  a  new  vention  child  c^  will  open  Feb.  tant  thin; 
convention."  Among  the  family  format  for  previous  years'  day  15,  with  registration  specifics  to  doing 
oriented  facets  of  die  convention:  camp  which  wiU  provide  teach-  be  announced  shordy.  The  rally  will 

ing  and  activities  from  Monday  "It  is  the'  '  '' 

•  The  BBC's  first-ever  du^gh  Wednesday.  The  Coimcil  on 
Kingdom  Family  Rally  on  Denton  Brothers  Quartet  —  Pastors'  Coi 
Monday  evening  June  l6  fea-  Michael,  Christopher,  David,  and  all  oui 
hiring  Dennis  and  Barbara  Brian  —  from  San  Jose,  Calif.,  Southern 
Rainey  of  Family  Life  Today;  will  lead  die  conference.  as  being  go< 

singer  Steve  Green  and  his  wire  munity  beca 

Mar3^an;  and  Elliff  and  his  •  Convention  child  care,  to  for  the  fan 
wife  Jeannie.  be  available  from  Sunday  pastor  of  th( 


ing  families," 
[acK  Graham  h^ 
is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
^±128  we're  going  to  be 
as  Southern  Bapmts." 

■‘1  "encourage 
our  pastors' and  laity  to  dev3- 
op  aisciples  among  their  own 
children  and  grow  strong, 
healthy  marriages  and  to 
model  for  the  cuffure  the  fami¬ 
ly  as  God  has  planned  it  and 
aesin^  it,"  Graham,  pastor  of 
the  Dallas-area  Prestonwood 
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cteir  must'  (n^rttlr^;  no  ^irtes 

will  be  accepted  over  the  tele^one. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  lx>lovv,  and  must  t)e  enn- 
toined  in  the  messajte  segment  of  an  e- 
ir.ail  form.  Due  to  increasing  viriis  threals, 
?(KK  tn:  MMi//.  . . . - . 


no  teji  attaebtfw^  will  be^  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  .'lorv,  along  with  -  contact  person's 
a'.kir:*?s  and  t(  iephonc  Mumber. 

. 

<■  'Ml* 


-  Photographs  may  be  color  dr  blarlr  .md  accompanied  b>n  '  af 
•white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  stamy>cd  envelope. 


•white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  IPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  ib)  three-.md-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  oi  (c  CO.  Phr-fos  miis!  be 

cinar,  sharp,  anil  wnll-iighted. 
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Submit  news  and  photographs  tO  The 
Biiptist  Kof  ord,  P.O.  Box  S  ^0.  larkson. 
MS  ^OJOS-O't')  TAX-  hOI; 
t'lnail:  :»ppf:s!!cccrd.ts.-.  '  >  n.  ig 

I- 


iviany  s-nnsoans  nave  naa 
access  to  a  Bible  their  entire 
lives.  Through  the  years,  they 
have  read  it,  memorized  its 
passages,  learned  its  precepts, 
consimed  it  as  a  sourcebook  for 
life,  and  utilized  it  to  present 
God's  salvation  plan.  They 
have  accepted  it  as  the  inspired 
word  of  God  (I  Peter  3:16). 
Conversely,  there  are  many 
others  who  believe  it  to  be 
nothing  more  than  a  collection 
of  stor^  —  just  anotiier  book. 
How  can  we  Christians  explain 
to  others  that  this  best  selling 
book  of  all  time  is  not  just 
another  book  but  is  definitely 
the  inspired  word  of  God? 

One  explanation  is  to  use 
Scripti^  to  find  die  source  of  its 
rev^tioa  One  sudi  Scripture, 
Hebrews  1:1-2,  reveals  that  God 
spoltf  during  Old  Testament  and 


ne  reveaiea  nimseu  to  .  them  to  live  tfieir  faith  m 

prophets  at  difiierent  »to«gn  midst  of  persecution 

times  in  history  tfuDu^  various  and  doctrinal  challimge.  He 
mettiods  such  as  dreams,  visions,  reminded  them  that  because  of 
and  angels.  The  word  "pro^iets"  God's  gift  of  grace  duough  Jesus 
is  probably  a  reference  to  aU  peo-  diey  have  a  new  nature  and  a 
pie  diat  God  spoke  to  and  new  life-style  in  Christ  Peter 
dirougb  in  CXd  Testament  times;  says  diat  he  is  obli^ted  to 
otiher  dian  projdiets.  He  to  remind  diem  of  die  truth  of  God's 
kings,  wise  men,  arid  soi^  writ-  word.  If  he  does  not  remind 
ers,  telling  them  what  to  say  to  them,  he  drinks  (hey  m^t  forget 
mankind.  Aldicn^  His  revela-  about  God's  truth  aruT  become 
don  was  not  given  in  a  conq^lete  backslidden  Christians.  Sensing 


tions,  was  a  one-time 
complete  revelation  to  us 
from  God  duough  only 
one  messenger  -  Jesus. 
The  Bible,  ^pir^  by 
God,  is  ^  only  book 
diat  contains  the  true 
revelation  of  God. 

Peter  wrote  to  the  early 
Christians  to  encourage 
V  them  to  live  dieir  faith  m 
^  die  midst  of  persecution 
and  dcKtrinal  challmge.  He 
reminded  them  that  because  of 
God's  gift  of  grace  dirough  Jesus 
diey  have  a  new  nature  and  a 
new  life-style  in  Christ  Peter 
says  diat  he  is  obli^ted  to 
remind  diem  of  die  truth  of  God's 
word.  If  he  does  not  remind 


form  to  any  one  person,  it  was  a 
progres^e  message,  whidi  was 
nn^y  fulfilled  m  die  New 
Testament 

In  New  Testament  Times, 
God  revealed  Himself  to  man  in 
the  incarnate  Jesus.  God's  inten¬ 
tion  was  diat  we  would  see  die 
likeness  of  Him  in  Jesus.  The 
New  Testament  revelation, 
superior  to  die  former  revela- 


that  his  deadi  might.be  near, 
Peter  feels  an  urgency  to  remind 
diem  now,  and  he  hopes  dut  he 
can  remind  diem  even  after  his 
death  dirough  his  writings. 

Peter  was  convinced  of  the 
trustworthiness  of  the  goK)d  rev¬ 
elation  because  of  what  ne  had 
witnessed  during  Jesus'  ministiy. 
In  his  letter  he  used  one  exampK 
of  what  he  witnessed  -  die  trans¬ 


figuration  of  Jesus.  Ondiemoun- 
tam  during  the  trans^;uration, 
Peter,  James,  and  Jdm  heard  the 
voice  of  God  say  that  Jesus  was 
His  Son.  God's  statement  proved 
that  Old  Testament  prophecy  had 
been  fulfilled  in  Jesus  as  die 
Messiah.  Peter  knew  that  die 
message  he  proclaimed  was  not  a 
mydi  or  a  cleverly  made-up 
story.  He  and  other  apostles  knew 
that  their  accounts  of  Jesus'  life 
were  fact  and  could  be  trusted. 
He  urged  his  readers  to  pay  atten¬ 
tion  to  God's  message  d^vered 
throu^  those  to  wh^  God  had 
revealra  Himself.  The  message 
would  be  like  a  light  in  a  dark 
place.  It  would  show  them  the 
way.  Thank  God  we  still  have 
His  word  —  and  not  cleverly 
devised  myths  —  to  guide  us 
through  a  corrupt  world  until 
Jesus  comes  again. 

Peter  has  given  strong  evi¬ 
dence  for  Christians  to 
believe  in  the  divine  inspira¬ 
tion  of  Scripture.  He  has 
emphasized  mat  true  prophe- 

Scame  from  God  Himself  as 
i  spoke  through  the  Holy 
^irit  to  men  who  wrote 
God's  actual  words  in  a  col¬ 
lection  of  books  and  letters  - 


the  Bible.  Prophets  did  not 
attempt  to  pass  off  their  own 
views  as  God's  views.  The 
true  messengers  carried  a 
message  that  was  directed 
and  protected  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  messages  that 
prophets  delivered  were 
Goa's  words  —  messages  the 
prophets  would  never  have 
said  themselves.  Although 
each  prophet  had  a  different 
personality,  which  was 
reflected  in  his  delivery,  he 
had  one  source  —  God.  If  we 
did  not  have  Old  Testament 
Scripture,  we  would  not 
know  how  God  so  lovingly 
planned  our  salvation  oy 
sending  Jesus  to  save  us. 

The  Bible  is  a  unified  book 
developed  around  the  frame¬ 
work  of  Jesus  and  His  role  in 
God's  salvation  work.  It  con¬ 
tains  God's  standards  for  living 
our  lives.  We  can  trust  what  it 
says  because  its  source  is  divine. 
B£^ed  on  eye-witness  testimony 
and  file  fuUUlment  of  prc^hecy 
through  Jesus,  we  know  fiiat 
God  is  the  source  of  file  Bible. 

Stough  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Picayune. 


Explore  the  Bible 

"Standing  for  the  Truth" 

John  18:4-5, 19-23, 33-38 


By  Don  Wlson _ 

Jesus  had  tau^t  His  disdples, 
prayed  for  fiiem,  and  prepared 
them  for  the  time  when  He 
would  no  l(mger  be  with  fiiem. 
Now  the  time  had  come  foi  Him 
to  die.  They  still  did  not  under¬ 
stand  how  mis  Messiah  who  had 
come  to  save  fiiem  from  fiieir  sins 
could  actually  save  fiiem  wifiiout 
staying  alive. 

I.  TOUE  IDENTITY  Gohn 
18:4-5) 

Satan's  plan  was  already  in 
motion.  He  had  already  plat¬ 
ed  the  plot  in  the  mind  and 
heart  of  his  guinea  pig-Judas 
Iscariot.  So  Jesus  had  Ira  His 
devoted  group  of  disciples  to  a 
familiar  meeting  place.  I  am 
sure  they  had  Teamed  there, 
prayed  there,  and  even  stayed 
there  many  times  before. 
However,  this  night  was  differ¬ 
ent.  Suddenly  people  came 
from  everywhere.  The  colorful. 


flowing  robes  of  the 
Pharisees  and  chief 

Rriests  shone  brilliant- 
r  amid  the  lights  of 
the  candles  and  torches. 
Temple  guard  with  drawn 
spears  and  swords  towered 
over  this  tiny  band  of  ordinary, 
seemingly  helpless  men. 
Anyone  who  saw  this  display 
of  strength  must  have  thought 
a  hidden,  hardened  criminal 
had  been  located  and  was 
being  brought  to  justice. 
Instead  Judas  stepped  forward 
to  plant  a  kiss  that  would  iden¬ 
tify  Jesus  as  the  One  they  had 
come  for. 

The  disciples  were  startled  and 
scared.  But  Jesus  knew  (verse  4). 
He  already  knew  exactly  what 
was  coming  for  Him.  Reinember 
He  had  alr^y  been  telling  these 
guys  it  was  coming.  Thenlfedid 
fi.  Jesus  stepped  forward  and 
identified  Himself  as  Jesus  of 
Nazarefii,  the  very  one  fiiey 


soi^ht  Ui^rrepared  for 
sum  boldn^  and  hon¬ 
esty,  file  entire  posse  drew 
back  and  fell  to  file 
ground  (verse  6).  Jesus 
identified  Him^  again 
requestir^  release  for  the 
rest  of  Hu  group  (verses 
7-8). 

'  Notice  the  contrast 
in  between  the  boldness  of 
Jesus  and  the  deceit  of 
Judas  and  his  newfound  allies. 
Thw  fiiou^t  someone  would  be 
needed  to  toentify  Him,  and  then 
Jesus  boldly  stuped  forward 
and  wiUingiy  gave  Himself  up. 
That  w<is  wnat  He  has  alw<^ 
been  about-giving  Himself  up  for 
us.  Jesus  assarted  His  idratity 
while  His  fbUowers  turned  and 
ran  to  the  thkkets.  Many  of  us 
still  run  when  we  have  oppOTtu- 
nity  to  stand  and  be  countra  as  a 
follower  of  Jesus. 

n.  TRUE  WORDS  Oohn 
18:19-23) 

Wifii  Jesus  in  custody,  file  vig¬ 
ilantes  went  fOT  the  kiU.  They 
had  Him  now,  with  no  crowd. 
Somdiow  a  a>eedy  trial  had  to 
be  engineered  so  that  their  mis¬ 
sion  could  be  accoi^lished.  A 
legal  trial  was  not  inmortant  at 
fi&  moment;  an  illegal  one 


would  suffice.  Annas,  a  past 
high  priest  (called  high  priest  in 
verse  19),  would  know  what  to 
do.  He  was  the  father-in-law  ctf 
file  current  high  priest  and  the 
CHie  who  really  held  the  power. 
Annas  questioned  Jesus  <ibout 
His  disaples  and  His  teaching. 
Jesus  asserted  fiiat  His  teaching 
had  been  done  openly  in  public 
places.  These  same  Pharisees 
and  priests  had  been  present 
when  Jesus  tau^t.  "Ask  those 
who  have  heard  Me  what  I  said 
to  them.  Indeed  fiiey  know  what 
I  said"  (verse  21).  When  slapped 
for  His  response,  Jesus  urged 
them  to  bear  witness  to  any  evil 
he  had  done  (verse  23).  Later  it 
would  be  fiioK  who  heard  Him 
fiiat  would  indeed  identify  Jesus 
and  file  validity  of  His  words  to  a 
world  that  neraed  to  hear  about 
file  grace  of  God  unleashed  cm 
those  who  wcmld  listen. 

ffl.  TRUE  CONVICTIONS 
Gohn  18:33-38) 

Jesus  was  1^  to  Caiaphas,  file 
current  high  priest  who  rubber- 
stamped  the  decision  already 
rendered  by  Armas  and  file  rul¬ 
ing  body  or  the  Jews.  On  to  the 
Roman  governor,  mate.  He  was 
taken,  l^te  ejuizzed  file  Jews 
about  file  accusation  and  fiiey 


instantly  turned  defensive:  Tf  He 
were  not  an  evildoer,  we  would 
not  have  delivered  Him"  (verse 
30).  When  Pilate  told  th^  to 
judge  Him  themselves,  they 
fin^y  revealed  thdr  real  inten- 
tiems.  'Tt  is  not  lawful  for  us  to 
put  anyone  to  deafii"  (verse  31). 
They  did  not  want  justice;  fiiey 
wanted  Jesus  dead. 

Pilate  left  the  Jews  outside  his 
Taface  and  retumed  to  question 
esus.  His  identity  is  again  the 
bcus.  He  wanted  to  Know  if 
,  esus  was  file  King  of  the  Jews, 
esus  questioned  the  source 
’date’s  reasoning,  and  then 
spoke  of  His  kingdom.  "My 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.... 
Now  my  kiru^om  is  not  faom 
here"  (verse  3^.  Then  Jesus  clear¬ 
ly  2uid  plauily  asserted  file  truth 
that  HE  WAS  KING  and  that 
anycHie  who  is  of  file  trufii  will 
hear  Him.  Pilate's  final  question 
was:  "What  is  trufii?"  Wifiiout 
waiting  for  the  answer,  Pilate 
walked  away  from  The  Truth 
Himself  Gohn  14:6).  He  assert¬ 
ed  the  inncKence  of  fills  King, 
though  he  never  fully  acc^ted 
His  identity  as  his  own  King. 

Wilson  is  pastor  of  Pleasant 
Ridge  Church,  Dumas. 
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Homosexual  proposal  tabled  in  Nashville 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  More  than  300  sup-H|||| 
Aptoposed  change  in  Nashville  porters  of  the  propo^^^H 
law  validating  me  homosexiial  —  which  has  passed 
lifestyle  and  giving  no  exemp-  two  of  the  required 
tian  to  religious  institutions  in  three  readings  — 
employment  decisions  involv-  turned  out  on  the  steps 
ing  homosexuals  was  deferred  of  city  hall  to  voice 
during  a  Jan.  21  council  meet-  their  opinion.  On  the^^H 
ing  until  February.  opposite  side  of  the^^H 

Approximately  75  Christians  building,  strident  anti- 
in  the  gallery  of  die  city  hall  homosexual  protestor 
building  wore  "NO"  stsdkers,  Fred  Phelps,  pastor  of^^H 
urging  rejection  of  die  measure,  the  Westroro  Church, 

_  a  non-Southem  Baptist 

Convention  congiega- 
f  tion  in  Topeka, 

led  about  six  followers, 
including  a  10-year-old 
.  granddaughter,  in  a^^H 
vicious  condemnation 
F  of  homosexuals. 

K  The  amendment 

B-  has  •  concerned 

Southern  Baptist  p|{(; 

Convention  (SBC)  y^g^e  < 

officials  charged  with  iMashvi 

the  responsibility  of - 

recommendii^  conventior 
sites  for  the  annual  meet 
ing.  Nashville  has  been  select 
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